Read, Watch, Listen List

Words Create Worlds Award Winners

2025
Frederick Joseph, This Thing of Ours, Candlewick Press (2025)

2024
Dolly Chugh, A More Just Future, New York: Atria Books (2022)

2023
Jonathan Eig, King: A Life, New York: Farrar, Straus, Giroux (2023)

2022
Christine Pride and Jo Piazza We Are Not Like Them. New York: NY: Atria Books (2021)

Books

Baradaran, Mehrsa, (2019). The Color of Money: Black Banks and The Racial Wealth Gap.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Benedict, M. & Christopher Murray, V. (2023). The First Ladies, NY, New York: Berkley.

Boykin, Keith (2024). Why Does Everything Have to Be About Race? NY, New York: Bold
Type Books.

Brown, Brene” (2021). Atlas of the Heart: Mapping Meaningful Connection and the Language of
Human Experience, New York, NY: Random House.

Brown, Dorothy (2022). The Whiteness of Wealth, New York, NY: Crown.

Brooks, David. (2023). How to Know a Person: The Art of Being Seeing Others Deeply and
Being Deeply Seen. New York, NY: Random House.

Chugh, Dolly (2022). A More Just Future. New York, NY, Atria Books.



Edelman Trust Barometer. (2026) https://www.edelman.com/trust/2026/trust-barometer

Gladwell, M. (2019). Talking to Strangers: What We Should Know about the People We Don'’t
Know. New York, NY: Little, Brown and Company.

Grant, A. (2021) Think Again: The Power of Knowing What You Don’t Know. NY, New Y ork:
Viking.

Hannah-Jones, N., Roper, C., Silverman, 1., and Silverstein, J. (Eds.) The 1619 Project. New
York, NY: One World.

Harriot, Michael. (2023). Black AF History: The Un-Whitewashed Story of America. New York,

NY: Harper Collins Publishers.

Jones, N.H., Roper, C., Silverman, 1., Silverstein, J, (Eds.), (2021). The 1619 Project. NY, NY,
One World.

Jones-Rogers, S.E. (2019). They Were Her Property: White Women as Slave Owners in the
American South. New Haven: Yale University Press.

Kirwan Institute, The Ohio State University, 2017 State of the Science Implicit Bias Review:

http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/researchandstrategicinitiatives/implicit-bias-review/

Kendi, Ibram, X. (2016). Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in
America. New York, N.Y: Nations Books.

Kendi, Ibram X. (2019). How to be an Anti-Racist. New York, NY: One World.

Kendi, Ibram X. (2026). Chain of Ideas. New York, NY, One World.

Klein, Ezra, (2020). Why We're Polarized. New York, NY, Avid Reader Press.

Knight, J. L. (2021). Heart: A Journey Toward Cultural Humility, Cleveland, OH: Leading with

Humility, LLC.


https://www.edelman.com/trust/2026/trust-barometer
http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/researchandstrategicinitiatives/implicit-bias-review/

Levi, Allen. (2023) Theo of Golden. New York, NY: Atria Paperback.

Livingston, R. (2021). The Conversation: How Seeking and Speaking the Truth about Racism
Can Radically Transform Individuals and Organizations. NY, NY: Penguin Random House.
Love, B.L. (2019). We Want to Do More Than Survive: Abolitionist Teaching and the Pursuit of

Educational Freedom. Boston, MA: Beacon Press.

McGhee, Heather, (2021). The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and Who We Can
Prosper Together. New York, NY. One World Press.

Mounk, Y. (2018). The People vs Democracy: Why our freedom is in danger and how to save it.
Cambridge: MA: Harvard University Press.

Neiman, S. (2019). Learning from the Germans: Race and the Memory of Evil New York, NY:
Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Plummer, D. (2017). Racing across the lines: Changing race relations through friendship (Third
Edition) Cleveland, OH: Pilgrim Press; Westborough, MA: Half Dozen Publications.

Plummer, D. (Ed) (2018). Handbook of Diversity Management: Inclusive Strategies for Driving
Organizational Excellence. Boston, MA: Half Dozen Publications.

Plummer, D. (2019). Some of My Friends Are...The Daunting Challenges and Untapped
Potential of Cross-Racial Friendships. Boston, MA: Beacon Press.

Rea, P, Stoller, J.K., & Kolp, A. (2023). Better Humans Better Performance. New York, NY,
McGraw Hill.

Ripley, A. (2021). High Conflict: Why We Get Trapped and How We Get Out. New York, NY:
Simon & Schuster.

Ross, Loretta J. (2025). Calling In. Simon & Schuster Paperbacks.

Rothstein, R. (2017). The color of law: A forgotten history of how our government segregated
America. New York: Liveright Publishing Corporation.



Scientific American, The Science of Overcoming Racism: What Research Shows and Experts Say
About Creating a More Just and Equitable World. Special Collector’s Edition, Summer
2021. Volume 30, Number 3.

Sokatch, D. (2021). Can We Talk About Israel? A Guide for the Curious, Confused, and
Conflicted. New Y ork: Bloomsbury Publishing.

Wilkerson, Isabel. (2020). Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents. New York, NY.

Winters, M.F. (2017). We can’t talk about that at work! How to talk about race, religion,
politics, and other polarizing topics. Oakland, CA: Berrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc.

Woodard, C. (2011). American Nations: A history of the eleven rival regional cultures of North
America. NY, NY: Penguin Books.

TED Talks

Wael Ghonim, Let’s Design Social Media that Drives Real Change
https://www.ted.com/talks/wael ghonim let s_design social media_that drives_real change

Simon Sinek: How Great Leaders Inspire Action
https://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek how_great leaders_inspire_action

Hans and Ola Rosling: How Not to Be Ignorant about the World
https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_and_ola_rosling how_not_to_be_ignorant about_the world

Bryan Stevenson: We Need to Talk about an Injustice
https://www.ted.com/talks/bryan_stevenson_we_need to_talk about an_injustice

Kate Stone: The Press Trampled on My Privacy: Here’s How I Took it Back
https://www.ted.com/talks/kate stone the press trampled on_my privacy here s how i _took
_back my_story?language=en

Rich Benjamin: My Road Trip Through the Whitest Towns in America
https://www.ted.com/talks/rich_benjamin_my_road_trip_through the whitest towns_in_americ
a/discussion

Adam Grant, What Frogs in Water Can Teach Us About Thinking Again


https://www.ted.com/talks/wael_ghonim_let_s_design_social_media_that_drives_real_change
https://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action
https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_and_ola_rosling_how_not_to_be_ignorant_about_the_world
https://www.ted.com/talks/bryan_stevenson_we_need_to_talk_about_an_injustice
https://www.ted.com/talks/kate_stone_the_press_trampled_on_my_privacy_here_s_how_i_took_back_my_story?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/kate_stone_the_press_trampled_on_my_privacy_here_s_how_i_took_back_my_story?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/rich_benjamin_my_road_trip_through_the_whitest_towns_in_america/discussion
https://www.ted.com/talks/rich_benjamin_my_road_trip_through_the_whitest_towns_in_america/discussion

https://www.ted.com/talks/adam_grant what frogs in _hot water can_teach us_about thinking
_again?language=en

Podcasts
The 1619 Project New York Times
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html

NPR Code Switch
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/

Ezra Klein Interviews Nikole Hannah-Jones and Ta’Nehesi Coates on the Story We Tell
America
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-daily/id120036173671=1000530581523

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/30/opinion/ezra-klein-podcast-ta-nehisi-coates-nikole-
hannah-jones.html

Pantsuit Politics: 5 Things To Know About MLK Day

https://www.pantsuitpoliticsshow.com/show-archives/2022/1/14/5-things-you-need-to-know-
about-mlk-day

Videos

The Problem with Jon Stewart on Racism and White People (Apple TV)
https://tv.apple.com/us/episode/racism/umc.cmc.2pdsx0nj6zh61x57hhodw5 ffp?showld=umc.cmc
Afcexvzqgezr25p9weks6sxpob

Sundance Film Festival, The Big Conversation: The Story of Us
https://youtu.be/bmKDDTnqlzA

James Baldwin Debates William F. Buckley 1965
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0Fe0S41xe7w&t=2342s

This Changes Everything, Geena Davis Institute on Gender in Media, 2019, Netflix
https://www.netflix.com/watch/81110773?source=35

Who We Are: A Chronicle of Race in America, Jeffrey Robinson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGsGRSgZbX¥Y



https://www.ted.com/talks/adam_grant_what_frogs_in_hot_water_can_teach_us_about_thinking_again?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/adam_grant_what_frogs_in_hot_water_can_teach_us_about_thinking_again?language=en
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-daily/id1200361736?i=1000530581523
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/30/opinion/ezra-klein-podcast-ta-nehisi-coates-nikole-hannah-jones.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/30/opinion/ezra-klein-podcast-ta-nehisi-coates-nikole-hannah-jones.html
https://www.pantsuitpoliticsshow.com/show-archives/2022/1/14/5-things-you-need-to-know-about-mlk-day
https://www.pantsuitpoliticsshow.com/show-archives/2022/1/14/5-things-you-need-to-know-about-mlk-day
https://tv.apple.com/us/episode/racism/umc.cmc.2pdsx0nj6zh6lx57hho4w5ffp?showId=umc.cmc.4fcexvzqezr25p9weks6sxpob
https://tv.apple.com/us/episode/racism/umc.cmc.2pdsx0nj6zh6lx57hho4w5ffp?showId=umc.cmc.4fcexvzqezr25p9weks6sxpob
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FbmKDDTnq1zA&data=04%7C01%7Chffields%40unitedwaycleveland.org%7C8a4950c833c84cd3fbbc08d9157125b6%7Ca860c410c90249b8958210dfe40ff6e4%7C0%7C0%7C637564397976345633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S7ct0UXqN1WKferg1tXKqJCNV5SFzz3A8G1YxmxrZlo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFeoS41xe7w&t=2342s
https://www.netflix.com/watch/81110773?source=35
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGsGRSgZbXY




